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 The Value of a College Education

 Rising Cost of College 

 Advantages of The Hartford SMART529 



First Steps

The Hartford® SMART529®

provides an efficient, flexible, 

convenient way to save for your 

child’s college education.

The Value of a College Education



SMART529

 Starting 

early pays off

 Protect your 

own financial 

future

 Reduce 

debt later on

Rising College Costs 

1 Source: College Board Trends in Higher Education, 2017. Based on average total charges for tuition, plus room and board for one year (2016-2017) amounting to $20,090 at a public, in-state college, and 
$45,370 at a private, four-year college. For illustrative purposes only. Assumes 5% annual increases. Future college expenses may be higher or lower than the amounts shown above. Most recent data available.
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SMART Steps to College Savings

The Hartford SMART529

 Tax Advantages

 Flexibility

 Control

 Convenience



SMART529

Tax Advantages: Earnings Accumulate Tax-Deferred

Taxable vs. Tax-Free
Assumes initial $10,000 deposit, $150 monthly investment thereafter, 5% hypothetical annual rate of return

The hypothetical 5% annual rate is not guaranteed and does not reflect the performance of any particular investment. Actual results will vary. For purposes of this illustration, the currently taxable 
investment returns reflect taxation at a hypothetical 32% tax bracket. Distributions from a tax-deferred investment are subject to ordinary federal income tax rates, and if made prior to age 59 1/2 may 
be subject to an additional 10% federal income-tax penalty. Distributions may also be subject to state income tax and penalties under certain circumstances which is not illustrated in this hypothetical 
chart. With taxable investments, qualified dividends and long-term capital gains may be taxed at a lower rate than ordinary income and, subject to certain limits, investment losses may be used to 
offset realized capital gains resulting in a lower effective tax rate. These factors may generally increase the value of a taxable investment relative to a tax-deferred investment which is not illustrated in 
this hypothetical chart. Tax-deferred investments carry fees and charges that are not reflected in the hypothetical performance. If they had been reflected, the ending value would be lower. Consider 
your personal investment horizon and income tax bracket, both current and anticipated, when making an investment decision, as they may further impact the results of the comparison.



 Withdrawals are only tax-free if used for qualified expenses

 Non-qualified withdrawals are taxable as ordinary income to the extent of earnings and may also be 
subject to a 10% federal income tax penalty. Such withdrawals may have state income tax implications.

 Effective January 1, 2018, as part of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, up to $10,000 per student can be 
withdrawn annually to pay for private K-12 education*

SMART Steps to College Savings

Tax Advantages:
Federally Tax-Free Withdrawals

*Please note that qualified-expense status varies by state for withdrawals used for K-12 education.



SMART Steps to College Savings

Tax Advantages:
Estate Tax Reduction & Tax-Advantaged Gifting

 If the donor elects to treat a gift as being made over five years, and the donor dies prior to the
end of that five-year period, the portion of the gift allocable to the period after the donor’s
death will be included in the donor’s estate. Estate-tax treatment may differ by state. Any
additional gifts to the same designated beneficiary in that five-year period would be subject to
federal gift tax. Please consult your tax advisor for more information.



Flexibility, Control, Convenience

 Suit Your Needs

 Owner Maintains Control

 Low Minimums & 
Automatic Investment

 Convenient  Ways to Save

SMART Steps to College Savings



SMART ways to invest

1. Age-Based Portfolios

Asset allocation does not ensure a profit or protect against a loss.
You must choose the portfolio appropriate to your child’s age.

*Stable Value is a fixed income strategy designed to seek current income while preserving principal and reducing return volatility.



SMART ways to invest

2. Static Portfolios

Asset allocation does not ensure a profit or protect against a loss.

Aggressive
Growth Growth Balanced Conservative

Hartford SMART529 
Checks and Balances

For investors who 
wish to take on 

more risk for the 
potential for higher 

returns

For investors looking 
for growth potential, 

but with less risk than 
an all-equity portfolio

For investors who 
want a more 

moderate amount 
of risk

For investors 
looking to limit 

their investment 
risk

This portfolio invests 1/3 

in each of the following:

• Hartford Capital 
Appreciation Fund

• Hartford Dividend 
and Growth Fund

• Hartford Total Return 
Bond Fund



SMART Ways to Invest

Equity 
Portfolios

Hartford High Yield 529 Fund
Hartford Inflation Plus 529 Fund
Hartford Total Return Bond 529 Fund

Fixed-Income
Portfolios

Higher Risk/ Higher 
Potential Return

Lower Risk/ Lower 
Potential Return

Hartford Small Company 529 Fund
Hartford MidCap Value 529 Fund
Hartford Growth Opportunities 529 Fund
Hartford International Opportunities 529 Fund
Hartford MidCap 529 Fund
MFS® Global Equity 529 Fund
Hartford Dividend and Growth 529 Fund
Hartford Equity Income 529 Fund

The SMART529 Stable Value Fund*
Stable Value 

Portfolio

Hartford Global All-Asset 529 Fund
Hartford Balanced Income 529 Fund

Multi-
Strategy 
Portfolio

3. Individual Portfolio Options

*Stable Value is a fixed income strategy designed to seek current income 
while preserving principal and reducing return volatility.



The Hartford SMART529

 Age-Based Portfolios

 Static Portfolios 

 Individual Portfolio Options

 Investment returns are not 
guaranteed, and you could 
lose money by investing in 
the plan.

SMART Ways to Invest



Money you set aside for 

college savings now can 

result in greater choices and 

opportunities for your child down 

the road. Start saving 

for college now with The Hartford 

SMART529, a college savings plan 

that offers tax advantages, 

convenience, flexibility, and 

professional money management. 

Take SMART Steps Today



You should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of The Hartford SMART529 and its Underlying Funds before investing. 
This and other information can be found in the Offering Statement for The Hartford SMART529 and the prospectuses or other disclosure documents for the 
Underlying Funds, which can be obtained from your investment representative or by calling 866-574-3542. Please read them carefully before you invest or send 
money. The Hartford SMART529 is distributed by Hartford Funds Distributors, LLC. Member SIPC.

Investing involves risk, including the possible loss of principal. • Foreign investments may be more volatile and less liquid than U.S. investments and are subject to the risk of 
currency fluctuations and adverse political and economic developments. These risks may be greater for investments in emerging markets. • Small- and mid-cap securities can 
have greater risks and volatility than large-cap securities. • For dividend-paying stocks, dividends are not guaranteed and may decrease without notice.

Fixed income security risks include credit, liquidity, call, duration, and interest-rate risk. As interest rates rise, bond prices generally fall. • The value of inflation-protected 
securities (IPS) generally fluctuates with changes in real interest rates, and the market for IPS may be less developed or liquid, and more volatile, than other securities 
markets.

Please see the Offering Statement for more detailed information about the risks of investing in each portfolio. 

Investments in The Hartford SMART529 are not guaranteed or insured by the State of West Virginia, the Board of Trustees of the West Virginia College Prepaid 
Tuition and Savings Program, the West Virginia State Treasurer’s Office, Hartford Funds Management Company,  LLC (“HFMC”), The Hartford Financial Services 
Group, Inc. the investment sub-advisors for the Underlying Funds or any depository institution and are subject to investment risks, including the loss of the 
principal amount invested. 

The Hartford SMART529 is a program of the Board of Trustees of the West Virginia College Prepaid Tuition and Savings Program, State Treasurer John Perdue, 
Chairman. The Board has selected HFMC to provide program management services for The Hartford SMART529. 
The Hartford SMART529 is available to all investors. West Virginia (WV) provides certain tax advantages to WV taxpayers that invest in The Hartford SMART 529.  
Before investing, an investor should consider whether the investor’s or designated beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other state benefits such as 
financial aid, scholarship funds, and protection from creditors that are only available for investments in such state’s 529 plan. 

This information is written in connection with the promotion or marketing of the matter(s) addressed in this material. The information cannot be used or relied upon for the purpose of avoiding 
IRS penalties. These materials are not intended to provide tax, accounting or legal advice. As with all matters of a tax or legal nature, you should consult your own tax or legal counsel for 
advice. 

“The Hartford” is The Hartford Financial Services Group Inc. and its subsidiaries.
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Thank You
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